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Arabian Cement Company funds “Shamsia” as Part of “Khaleeha Suessi” Program

Arabian Cement Company (ACC) recently invited Shamsia founders to its plant in Ain El Shokhna to celebrate the
latter receiving an EGP50,000 check from ACC. ACC’s support to Shamsia comes as part of the recently launched
second phase of Khaleeha Suessi — the company’s social start-up program launched in collaboration with Nahdet El
Mahrousa.

The allocated fund was raised through an innovative online platform introduced in Egypt by Bassita, an Egyptian
start-up that has been operating since 2014. The idea was to raise awareness about Shamsia as Suez’s first maker
space through posting a video on social media platforms and encouraging those interested in supporting Shamsia to
be a part of the fundraising process through liking, commenting on and sharing the video. In less than three weeks,
Shamsia’s video was able to generate 50,000 clicks. which is the threshold agreed upon with ACC.

Founded in 2015, Shamsia made it to the validation phase of Khalecha Suessi’s first round. Having worked on
validating the idea, developed their business model and connected with a network of entrepreneurs and potential
entrepreneurs (the market they wished to serve); Shamsia returned to Suez and launched their space. Shamsia boast
acquiring 90% of the potential market of student activities in Suez University.

Using the granted funds Shamisia will be working to furnish and equip the first makerspace in Suez. Complete with
a Laser Cutter, a 3D printer as well as a few other tools, Shamsia hopes introducing the technology inspires the local
community of innovative youth to prototype and implement their ideas. They see a lot of potential especially from
Suez’s technical schools and colleges that the governorate is known for.




